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  Reggie Harris – An amazing musician, 
storyteller and educator. He draws on a deep reservoir of African American music and history, his own 
personal history and current events to present programs rooted in story and song – blending spirituals and 
freedom songs, the old with popular originals that are relevant and poignant, uplifting and thoughtful, joyful and 
hopeful, captivating and entertaining.  
Kennedy Center Artist 
Duo Concert with Greg Greenway:  Deeper than the Skin 
Duo Concert with Scott Ainslie:  Long Time Comin’ 
https://reggieharrismusic.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/reggie.harris.146	
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtj-fWNkb5qbi_uyBURL1VGRGUp6kvU1b	
**Check out Reggie in the New York Times and on CNN Don Lemon’s podcast in our latest newsletter**		
https://sh1.sendinblue.com/v5kjpm6idt7e.html?t=1598970890 
 
NEW  “Family Revealed” – A Story of History and Hope 
America is often said to be a melting pot. But our national history more resembles a tapestry quilt with our 
various cultures and ethnic backgrounds mixed and mingled into a multicolored field of life experiences. 
  
Our history, too often unknown, ignored, or denied, is filled with stories of pain, oppression and struggle, with 
the possibility of progress sidetracked by ignorance, lies and privilege. But through the lens of awareness and 
uncovered narratives we can, by acknowledging what is true, begin to develop a new sense of relationship that 
offers new context and solutions to tackle present day issues of race, division and inclusion. We can start to 
realize the dream that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. called us to recognize and that the poet Maya Angelou 
described in her poem “On the Pulse of Mornings.” 
  
It is through this lens that Musician / Storyteller Reggie Harris, a descendant of a slave, Bibhanna, and her 
master, General Williams Carter Wickham, provides a unique, entertaining and inspiring look at WHAT WE 
CAN BE when we face the truth with open hearts and minds. It’s an engaging American story that started on a 
plantation in Ashland, VA … Hickory Hill. 
  
Join Reggie Harris on this fascinating journey as he uses his extraordinary gifts to bring his blossoming 
relationship with his White cousins to life… descendants of the same ancestor… one family… in the context of 
a nation on the brink of change. 
It’s a timely and poignant modern day story of truth, reconnection and hope. 
 
 



	
 

    Billy Jonas and the Billy Jonas Band – 
Performer, singer-songwriter, composer, multi-instrumentalist and educator; original songs performed with 
lively audience participation; voice, guitar, homemade instrument creations from recycled objects, bells and 
body percussion create a neo-tribal hootenanny of heart, mind and community. 
 
Some ask: "What is the sound of one hand clapping?" Billy Jonas asks: “What is the sound of 600 sets of keys 
jingling on the downbeat? And how shall we inspire the audience to do it?”  
 
Billy and the Billy Jonas Band believe that creating a bright future, strong hearts and community starts with 
kids. Using homemade and recyclable "re-percussion" instruments, songs that celebrate community, as well as 
personal and planetary ecology, their think-outside-the-box educational performances occur at schools, 
colleges, universities and libraries around the country. The goal: to plant musical seeds, that will help grow 
creative, open-minded, engaged and open-hearted citizens of the world. 
“Our musical mission: to honor and empower the creativity, inherent intelligence, and desire to learn in young 
folks; to inspire them, apart and together, to question and play – and to see these two things as inseparable, 
pathways to joy.”  
  
Jonas has received numerous honors and awards, including an American Federation of Independent 
Musicians 1st place/Gold, multiple Parents Choice Golds, and a New York Times “Best” listing.  
 
Billy Jonas Trio Concert with Abraham Jam 
Billy Jonas Solo or Trio Concert with The Billy Jonas Band 
https://billyjonas.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/billyjonasmusic 
https://www.youtube.com/user/billyjonasband 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL87DE8069AFBDB78E	
	
 
 



    Doug Berky has been creating and evolving his own brand of 
physical theater for over thirty years. His performances weave together classic theatre forms of mime, mask 
theatre, circus arts, physical comedy and storytelling.  Doug is also known internationally for his mask 
construction. He designs and constructs the masks for his own performances as well as creates all of the sets, 
choreography, scripts and many of the costumes. Doug tours three family and school shows.  "No Show", 
"Gems: The World's Wisdom Stories" and "Foibles, Fables and Other Imaskinations”. 
 
“Most of all, it was an honor and a privilege to witness your amazing artistry. Thank you for the effort you gave 
to educate, entertain and heal our students, teachers and other community members. You shared lessons of 
encouragement, kindness, love, partnership, diversity, literacy, joy, service to others and respect for a higher 
power. Just as “no act of kindness is ever wasted”, the messages you brought will not be wasted but will 
influence lives all over Tupelo." 
Residencies and Workshops Available 
https://www.dougberkytheatre.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/DougBerkyTheatre/    
 
 

   Roger Day -  Award winning children’s 
music, infectious tunes and rhythms and inspiring characters; smart, interactive music for families. Dove 
Family Foundation artist; two-time Parents’ Choice Gold winner  



 
Award-winning children's musician Roger Day has devoted his life to making sure that future generations sing 
loud, jump high, and--most importantly--dream big. His signature wit, whimsy, and wordplay have helped put 
smiles on the faces of kids from one to ninety-two. Roger believes that in order to "Build a Better World" we 
must start with children, for they are the future. Using the gift of music and laughter, he is doing his part to, as 
his signature song states, "make sure hope never ends."  
 
- A two-time Parents' Choice® Gold Award Winner 
- National Association of Parenting Publications® Gold Award 
- Dove Family Foundation Winner 
- NACA Harry Chapin Award for Contributions to Humanity 
- #1 Song on XM/Sirius Kids Place Live "I Like Yaks" 
https://www.rogerday.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/RogerDayMusic/ 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5B6D067130DA060C 
https://www.youtube.com/rogerday	
	
	
 

    Zak Morgan – Grammy nominated chlldren’s songs with wit and 
charm; performances filled with musical stories, laughter and warmth, encouraging children to learn through 
reading, imagination, and believing in themselves. 
 
“One part musical genius and another part fantastic storytelling…Not only are these whimsical little tunes with 
quirky tales interwoven between each note, but (they are) amazing stories that have depth, detail and a master 
storyteller.” ~ Shakefire.com 
 
Zak Morgan’s wit has been compared to Shel Silverstein and Dr. Seuss. His unique brand of children's music 
delivers songs and poems that inspire and tickle the funny bones of children and adults alike. In Zak’s FAMILY 
CONCERTS, you can expect a fast-paced, entertaining and interactive concert that creates a world filled with 
music and imagination, where anything is possible if you try hard and believe in yourself!  
https://zakmorgan.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/zakmorganmusic/ 
https://www.youtube.com/user/zakmorganchannel 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtj-fWNkb5qYRub4iCfExUqcQCYLPCuVc	
	



   Hobey Ford’s Golden Rod Puppets – Recipient of 
puppetry’s highest award for his contributions and excellence in the art and craft of puppetry. Visually stunning! 
Family and children’s programs. 
 
Internationally renowned in the puppetry field, and an award-winning performer, Hobey Ford is known for his 
excellence in puppetry performance and craft as well as his skill as a master storyteller.  He designs and 
constructs all of his Golden Rod Puppets as well as the beautiful sets that surround them, and he performs his 
original works all over the world. His performances incorporate a variety of puppetry styles: Bunraku, rod 
marionettes, Foamies and shadow puppetry.   
 
Hobey has received the highest awards for his brilliant and priceless contributions to the world of puppetry: 
two-time winner of puppetry’s highest honor, the UNIMA Citation of Excellence, recipient of three Jim Hensen 
Foundation grants and The Hermitage Fellowship. 
Kennedy Center Education Video Link:  https://youtu.be/gS-r8h87W2Y 
PBS video link (This documentary won an Emmy Award for Best Entertainment Feature/mid-south 
region): https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=10159376066145164 
 
Hobey tours a number of family and student performances as well as conducts community, student and 
teacher workshops.  
Kennedy Center Artist  
https://loydartists.com/roster/f/c/32 
https://www.facebook.com/hobey.ford 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLB209BC69D05C6ADF 
https://www.youtube.com/user/hobey1	
	
 
 



   Abraham Jam – Beautiful music and 
traditions rooted in history; Respect and friendship, building understanding between 3 different cultures and 
traditions, sparking dialogue and personal connection in our challenging world; A collaborative concert with 
members of the three Abrahamic faiths; original and traditional music of heart and spirit, and the result is 
harmony!  
 
A Muslim, a Jew and a Christian walk into a concert hall... and the result is harmony! “Abraham Jam” is 
a collaborative concert with Dawud Wharnsby, Billy Jonas and David Lamotte blending original music of heart 
and spirit and traditional music from the three Abrahamic faiths. The concert employs music to build resonance 
and bridge the gap between current conflicts and the spirit it takes to find harmony together. The trio performs 
music created together, contributing vocal harmonies, percussion, and instrumentation to each other’s songs. 
The concert includes reflections from the artists, David LaMotte's children's story **WHITE FLOUR, original 
music from each of the artists, and a piece including chants from the three traditions performed in unison. The 
concert clearly exemplifies mutual respect among the trio, entertaining listeners and creating music that is 
strengthened by their diversity rather than hindered by it. 
 
**"White Flour tells the story, inspired by true events, of the day the Ku Klux Klan met the Coup Clutz Clowns. 
It is intended as a conversation starter with youth and adults regarding a third way to deal with aggression, 
beyond fight and flight."  Weblink:  https://www.whiteflourbook.com 
https://abrahamjam.com/ 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtj-fWNkb5qYGwd44hJyn3CWbOAJIzKbN	
	
	
 

  Scott Ainslie – Expertise in both the Southern Appalachian fiddle and 
banjo traditions and Piedmont and Delta Blues; Music and storytelling programs that present the African roots 
of American music and culture.   Community concerts, festivals, arts-in-education, workshops, master classes 



Scott Ainslie is considered a master of American roots music, bringing a wealth of personal and musical history 
to the stage. Steeped in traditional music from both sides of the color line, Scott is a renowned acoustic blues 
guitarist, singer and songwriter. He learned southern old-time ballads, banjo and fiddle from senior musicians 
in North Carolina and West Virginia and blues from black elders in North Carolina, Virginia, South Carolina, 
Georgia and Mississippi: his roots are deep. He has done the research, keeping the tradition alive for other 
generations. 
 
With engaging stories Scott provides historical context for a repertoire of Delta Blues and ragtime guitar, 
gospel, and music of the banjo and fiddle traditions of the Southern Appalachians. 
Duo Concert with Reggie Harris:  Long Time Comin’ 
https://cattailmusic.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/scott.ainslie 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL59B82A20441955C1 
 
 
 

   Paul Taylor – Celebrating the culture of his 
Australian homeland through story, song, dance, painting and didjeridoo. Programs and concerts for all ages. 
Paul is the adopted son of the last remaining elder of the Wardaman tribe, Yidumduma Bill Harney. He brings 
the spirit and teachings of Aboriginal Australia to his work. Specializing in arts-in-education residencies to build 
community; Multi-disciplined, supportive of multiple curriculum standards and inspired by Aboriginal indigenous 
wisdom, inclusion, diversity, social and environmental justice, to release joy and caring among participants.  
 
Using immersive, multi-media storytelling, Paul draws from the ancient Aboriginal cosmology, offering a 
gateway into the world’s oldest living culture – in what Wardaman Elder Yidumduma Bill Harney calls Bush 
University. Bush University is the Aboriginal term for the School of Nature, paying attention to all living things, 
the land and the stars, which are spiritually alive and constantly teaching us, reminding us of our primary role 
to care for the natural world.  Paul relays these sacred Aboriginal stories and their connection to the modern 
world and other indigenous wisdom with reverence and humor. 
 
Paul was chosen as a regional finalist for Australian of the Year for his work documenting and representing the 
Wardaman and Australian culture. Paul Taylor is the Director of the Yubulyawan Dreaming Project 
documenting and recording Wardaman culture and rock art and honoring his mentor, Yidumduma Bill Harney. 
 
Video link interview with Wyoming Public Radio: https://youtu.be/-2lqfAUgd34 
Website: http://www.paultaylor.ws 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLF4AD3EE6CC059516	
	



 
 

 
 
North Carolina Youth Tap Ensemble – Rhythm, fun, innovation, excitement, the press has 
called this group “the premier youth tap ensemble in the world.” 
 
“I had to rub my eyes. I knew I was looking at kids, but their maturity and commitment to the work is way 
beyond their years. NCYTE has that irrepressible explosiveness of youth — so pure and honest. Yet they are 
technically adept, true to the integrity of the music and move with ensemble precision. Does anyone have a 
better time dancing? I don’t think so.” ~ Linda Belans (former dance critic, News and Observer, Raleigh, NC) 

NCYTE dancers (ages 8-18) tear up the floor with poise, passion and professionalism, honoring the traditions 
of the unique American form of tap, while infusing it with youthful energy, contemporary music, and innovative 
dances from some of the world’s most talented choreographers.  NCYTE travels with an ensemble from 8-15, 
presenting public theater concerts of their “Good Vibrations” performance, which includes a diverse range and 
styles of tap, from contemporary to traditional, incorporating voice and Taiko drumming in the performance. 

https://www.ncyte.org/ 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtj-fWNkb5qa47NElxqVWKZkJwUey4KTI 

 
 


